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In the Divine Light, we are aware of our goodness and darkness 

Fifth Sunday of Lent – Cycle C 
Isaiah 43:16-21    Psalm 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5,6    Phil 3:8-14    John 8:1-11 



Good morning. The passage before today’s Gospel questions whether Jesus is 

the Messiah.  In that passage John writes, “There was a division in the crowd 

because of him.  Some of them even wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands 

on him.” John 7:43  There was a tension in the air.  The scribes and Pharisees were 

threatened by the teaching of Jesus.  The day ends before any incident with 

everyone going their own way.  We pick up the story in today’s reading with 

Jesus going to the Mount of Olives, a mountain ridge east of Jerusalem. 

 

We often hear in scripture that Jesus went off alone to pray.  What was his 

prayer that evening?  ‘Father, some hear me.  Others are angry.  They are 

threatened when I teach beyond the law.   They hang on so tightly.  Forgive 

them Father; the law is all that they know.’  Jesus fell asleep that evening under 

a half moon and a blanket of stars. 

 

The next morning, Jesus awoke to the notes of a songbird greeting the dawn.  

Smiling to himself, he said, “Thank you, Father.”  He laid still for a few 

moments giving thanks for the morning.  The sun was rising, and he could 

already feel its warmth. He smelled the smoke from the cook fires.  Realizing 

his hunger, he rose and walked toward the village and smells of baking bread.   

 

He stopped at the cistern and splashed water on his face.  He scooped some 

water onto his dusty feet.  “Father, bless these feet of mine.   May they take me 

today, to those who are hurting, and most in need of your love.”  With that, he 

put on his sandals and walked into the village.  He found some flat bread and 

figs in the market.  Leaving, he retraced his steps to the garden where he had 

spent the evening.  Alone, he thanked his Father for the gift of figs and bread.   



As he ate, he thought of the prophet Isaiah writing about God’s providence and 

care of the Jewish people.  Recalling the tension from the day before he softly 

said to himself, “And now Father, you are asking me to share with these people 

the continuing story of your love.” 

 

Jesus remembered what Joseph had said about starting a new project.  With the 

wisdom of a carpenter, Joseph had told him, “Look at your wood carefully 

when you are starting something new.  The grain of the wood is the heart of 

your piece.  Study the grain carefully before you begin to carve.”   

 

Now, Jesus had studied the mission before him.  The question was, “How do 

you lead a people to compassion and love, when their hearts are engrained with 

a scrupulous observance of the law?”   

 

Jesus rose and walked slowly to the temple area.  He sat and began teaching 

once again.  The tension from the previous day hung on the air like smoke from 

the morning fires.  There was a commotion of voices and Jesus stood to see the 

scribes and the Pharisees dragging someone.  It was a young woman, scared and 

shaken.  They brought the woman to Jesus saying that this woman was caught 

in the very act of adultery.  With gentle eyes, Jesus saw beyond her fear to her 

deep loneliness.   

 

The fact that only the woman was brought to him was evidence that they were 

testing him.   If they were looking for justice, then, under the Mosaic Law, both 

the man and the woman were accountable and subject to stoning.  

  



Jesus understood those accusing her.  After they challenged him for an 

interpretation of the law, Jesus bent over and began writing on the ground.    

Then, some of the woman’s accusers began drifting away.  Jesus stood and said, 

“Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 

John 8:7   Stooping to write again, the rest of the crowd faded away.   

 
Somehow, In the Divine Light, we are aware of our own goodness and darkness. 

 

Allow me to paraphrase Fr. Ron Rolheiser, from his latest book, The Fire 

Within.  ‘Our sexuality is intended to lure us back to God, to bring us into a 

community of life with each other, and be co-creators with God. If that is true, 

and it is, it's earthiness notwithstanding, our sexuality does not set us against 

what is holy and pure. It is a godly energy.’ 

 

Then Jesus straightened up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no 

one condemned you?” Still shaken, she replied, “No one, sir.”  She would later 

recall how he looked at her with those gentle eyes and said, “Neither do I 

condemn you.”  Her transgression was but a grain of sand compared to the 

mountain of his Father’s love and mercy.  How could he condemn what his 

Father loved so dearly? 

 

In our reception of the Eucharist, listen for The Whisper that speaks of the 

Father’s unbounded love, mercy and forgiveness.  That is our fruit and joy this 

Lenten season. 
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 I welcome your questions and comments. My email is fsila@sttomskazoo.org. (n.d.). 

 

 

 

 

 


